
EXPLORE | ENGAGE | CONNECT September 2021

Welcome to the Launch Studio! 
Located just off the Commons in Room 1110, the new North 
Launch Studio is a space where students can connect with area 
experts to explore a wide array of career paths. Collaborating 
with the East and West HS studios, we will host live and virtual 
Launch Hour events during homeroom/advisory period. Each 
Launch Hour will feature experts sharing their work and career 
path and answering student questions. Engaging with real people 
doing the work they are curious about inspires students to 
develop their unique vision for post-high school success. 

The Launch Studio is supported by financial contributions from 
area business partners and career-based learning grants. It is part 
of AASD’s Classroom 2 Career initiative and supports students, 
parents, and teachers in the Academic and Career Planning (ACP) 
process. The studio is equipped to host live and virtual events in a 
newly renovated modern space. In addition to Launch Hour 
events, the Studio will provide a menu of career exploration 
services and access to experiences including:

> Job Shadowing & Mentorship

> Internships & Apprenticeship
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Lightning ACP! 

The Academic & Career 
Planning team is excited to be 
back and ready to work with 
faculty, families, and area 
businesses to help students 
explore, engage, and connect 
with a wide range of career 
exploration opportunities! 

OCTOBER! 

It’s September, but October is 
coming! October is National 
Manufacturing Month and it’s 
our focus area in the Launch 
Studio. We will explore the 
DIVERSE career paths offered 
by manufacturers including 
engineering, leadership, 
safety, HR, finance, marketing, 
sales, IT, R & D, and 
manufacturing technology. 
Some of our business partners 
for October include: 

• Pierce Manufacturing 

• Appvion 

• Neenah Enterprises 

• Great Northern Corp. 

• Gulfstream Aerospace 

• Plexus Services 
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> Career Conversations & Xello Coaching

> Help with resumes, interviewing, and job search

Cyndi Pavelski is North’s ACP Coordinator. Cyndi brings a 
wealth of experience and a track record of innovation to her 
latest role at North. Students know Cyndi as Marketing Teacher, 
AASD Student Marketing Team Coordinator, and North DECA 
Coach. This year Mrs. Pavelski is working with the special 
education department to expand North's much loved Lightning 
Latte service now housed in our Lightning Bolt School Store. 
Cyndi thrives on connecting students with opportunities to 
explore their interest areas. Amy Hodson joins the North staff 
this year as our Launch Studio Coordinator. Amy is a self-
described ‘employment wonk’ and loves working with students on 
all aspects of career planning. You can learn more about Amy in 
the “Meet Amy” sidebar on page 2.

Monthly Focus Areas 
The Studio focuses on a unique career cluster each month. 
Launch Hour experts will highlight career paths from all levels 
within that month’s cluster. During October, we plan to feature 
Women in Manufacturing, skilled crafts, business and finance, 
and experts who entered the work force after high school or 
college and have grown within the manufacturing industry into 
high-level leadership, R&D, sales, safety, procurement, and 
human resources roles. It’s going to be a great month in the 
Launch Studio!
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Meet Amy . . . 

Amy Hodson joins North this fall as the 
new Launch Studio Coordinator. Amy 
has lived in Appleton since 2014. It was 
her 14th move as an adult, and at 7 
years, Appleton is where she has lived 
the longest! She’s excited to partner 
with area employers to connect 
students with real people working in 
careers they are curious about. 

Five Questions:


• What’s your career path? . I began 
my career as a lawyer specializing in 
employment law and then moved 
into human resources. In 2015 I 
began a new adventure as a career 
services professional at FVTC. 

• Where have you worked?  I’ve 
worked for Goodyear and 
International Paper. In addition to 
my job at North, I’m also an 
Employment Advisor at FVTC. 

• Favorite band in high school? Oh, 
Talking Heads!  

• First rock concert?  DEVO in 1982, 
but the best ever was REM in 1995. 

• Packers or Vikings?  Go BROWNS! 
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